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Course Description and Objectives
6th Grade: 
-	Students will be able to learn the decision-making process and practice it, discover the value of goal setting and set personal goals. (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 1)
-	Students will be able to determine the qualities of a good friend. Students will also learn the difference between a crush, infatuation, and love.  (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 2)
-	Students will be able to learn how to identify healthy and unhealthy relationships, prevent sexual abuse and identify emotional needs. (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 3)
-	Students will be able to discover the facts about teen pregnancy, consider the emotional risks of teen sex, and learn about sexual transmitted diseases. (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 4)
-	Students will be able to understand why abstinence is the best WAY, examine the facts about “safe sex”, and decide how to respond to the abstinence pledge. (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 5)
-	Students will be able to practice how to respond to peer pressure and learn how to set personal boundaries. (Choosing the Best Way, Lesson 6)
 7th Grade:
-	Students will be able to identify qualities of a healthy relationship/signs of an unhealthy relationship and learn the difference between love and infatuation. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 1)
-	Students will be able to examine the most common sexually transmitted diseases. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 2)
-	Students will be able to explore the lives of teen parents; think about the responsibility as it relates to sexual activity. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 3)
-	Students will be able to identify the three major pressures to be sexually active; realize how pressure can influence sexual behavior. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 4)
-	Students will be able to consider the reasons to be abstinent until marriage. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 5)
-	Students will be able to understand the importance of boundaries. They will also learn the definition and examples of sexual violence. Students will know how to get help if being victimized by sexual violence. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 6)
-	Students will be able to identify skills to help speak up; practice how to do skills. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 7)
-	Students will be able to comprehend what it means to be assertive. (Choosing the Best Path, Lesson 8)
8th Grade:
-	Students will be able to identify characteristics of a healthy relationship and avoid unhealthy relationships. Students will also understand that sex can have negative emotional and relational consequences. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 1)
-	Students will be able to understand how underage drinking can increase the likelihood of unplanned, at-risk sexual behavior. Students will also learn about sexual violence and consent. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 2)
-	Students will be able to understand that STDs are an epidemic and can lead to serious health issues. They will also understand that “Safe” or “Safer” sex can reduce but not eliminate the risk of STD’s. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 3)
-	Students will be able to understand the risks and consequences of teen pregnancy They will know that ABSTINENCE is the only way to eliminate the risk of pregnancy. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 4)
-	Students will learn about HIV/AIDS (how its contracted and that there is no cure). They will know that ABSTINENCE is the only way to eliminate the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS through sex. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 5)
-	 Students will learn what delaying sex will afford them the freedom to do and give them freedom from. They will also learn the difference between infatuation and real love. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 6)
-	Students will be able to identify five primary sources where teens can feel pressure to have sex. They will learn how to respond verbally to sexual pressure. (Choosing the Best Life, Lesson 7)
-	Students will be able to demonstrate what it means to be assertive. They will learn to handle pressure- filled situations. (Choosing the Best, Lesson 8)
*The students will be given a quiz after each lesson is completed. There will also be content related work sheets about some lessons for assessment. Grades will consist of participation in class discussions, quizzes, and an essay about STD’s that will count as two quiz grades.
Textbook
Choosing the Best Way | Choosing the Best Path | Choosing the Best Life 
Grading Policy
Minor Grades = 60% (Quizzes, labs, classwork)
Major Grades = 40% (Unit tests, essays, research papers, project-based assignments, and assessments)
Academic Grading Scale
                              A (90-100)        B (80-89)         C (75-79)        D (70-74)        F (below 70)     

Academic Dishonesty 
The Student Code of Conduct, Rule 1(A)(t), states that no student shall cheat, alter records, plagiarize, receive unauthorized assistance, or assist another in any type of academic dishonesty. When the assignment calls for students to produce original work, students will not use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to generate the assignment for them.  Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty will be subject to disciplinary actions as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. Additionally, the task may be entered as incomplete, and the student is required to redo the assignment or retake the assessment. 

[bookmark: _Int_XVPnsaeV]Relearn & Reassess (R&R Procedures) After any major assessment, students can submit a relearning plan for parent and teacher approval. Students scoring below 70 on a major assessment should be expected to complete a relearning plan unless exempted with parent approval. Teachers have discretion to determine if R&R opportunities will be given for any minor assessment.
Late Work
Students are expected to submit work on time. Students are expected to submit work on time. Any late work received after the specified deadline will lose 5 points per day that it is late up to 5 days from the due date.
 Make-up Work
[bookmark: _Int_UobxE5GR]Students are expected to make-up assignments and assessments missed due to absence from school. Students are responsible for asking teachers for the make-up work upon returning to class. Make-up work should be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher. 
Homework
Homework will be assigned as needed. Homework is for practice or preparation for instruction is intended to build skills and understanding. Projects and large assignments needing more work time may be assigned as homework graded upon completion.
Cell phones 
The use of cell phones, electronic communication devices and/or accessories is prohibited for all students at all times during the instructional day, which is defined as the time the student arrives on campus until the end of the school day and/or the time the student leaves campus. 

· First Offense: The first offense will result in the electronic device being confiscated, to be picked up by the student or parent at the end of the same school day.

· Second Offense: The second offense will result in the electronic device being confiscated, to be picked up by the parent on the Friday following confiscation, at the specific time.

· Third Offense: The third offense will result in the electronic device being confiscated, to be picked up by the parent on the Friday following confiscation, at the specific time.

· Fourth Offense: The fourth offense and thereafter will result in the electronic device being confiscated for ten (10) school days, and the parent must schedule a conference with an administrator to retrieve the electronic device.

· Further incidents may result in the student losing the privilege of bringing electronic devices on campus, in-school suspension, out of school suspension, and any other forms of discipline deemed appropriate under the circumstances.  
Classroom Expectations	
1. Respect everyone’s personal space and belongings.
2. Always be positive and kind when communicating.
3. Be Accepting and respectful to everyone.
4. Be accountable for your actions.
5. Be prepared for class (dress out clothes, paper, pencil, good attitude).
6. Take care of school property (laptops, gym equipment, etc.).
Course Materials 
Students need to bring laptop, paper and pencil. 
Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for further guidance on Richmond County School System’s policies and procedures.
My contact information:  Email: bingla@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us  
Pine Hill Middle School Phone Number: 706-592-3730	
            


CONTRACT AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SYLLABUS
 
Please complete sign the form acknowledging that you have read the class syllabus with your child. 
Student Contract: I understand that all work should be completed on time. I understand that my teacher may deduct five points per day and communicate this in my Infinite Campus gradebook. I also understand that work turned in after the learning has occurred may not be graded (no more than 5 school days from the due date).  I understand that using Artificial Intelligence to complete assignments where I am asked to produce original work will be considered Academic Dishonesty.
Parent Contract: I understand that my child is expected to complete assignments on time. I will remain in communication with my child’s teacher and monitor missing and late work as noted in Infinite Campus Parent Portal. If my child continues to submit work late, I understand that a parent-teacher conference will be needed to co-develop a plan of action. I understand that my child should not use Artificial Intelligence to complete assignments where students are asked to produce original 
My signature below indicates that I have thoroughly read the course syllabus provided during the first week of school. This syllabus has important information about course expectations and the grading policy. 
Student’s Signature_________________________________________ Date___________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Signature __________________________________ Date ___________

Parent Phone Number: _______________Email: _________________________________





